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or brother? Is it not really the obvious inference
draw from the few facts that we possess? That it i
the inference immediately drawn by the Pope
have already seen; and that he clung to it even sc
time after the crime and while rumours of a differ
sort were rife, is further shown by the perquisit
made in the house of Antonio Pico dell a Mirandc
who had a daughter whom it was conceived mi
have been the object of the young Duke's noctur
visit, and whose house was near the place where G
dia was flung into the Tiber.
We could hazard speculations that would accoi
for the man in the mask, but it is not our business
speculate save where the indications are fairly ck
Let us consider the significance of Gandia's t
hands and the wounds upon his body in addition
the mortal gash across his throat. To what does t
condition point? Surely not to a murder of expe
ency so much as to a fierce3 lustful butchery of ven
ance. Why else were his wrists pinioned? Had
been swiftly done to death there would have been
need for that. Had hired assassins done the work tl
would not have stayed to pinion him> not do we th
they would have troubled to fling him into the rh
they would have slain and left him where he fell.3
1 A recent writer on this subject sees in the number of Gandia's wo
"proof that the Duke had bravely defended himself." With his w
pinioned? For it can hardly be supposed that they were tied after he
slain. It might be assumed that he took the nine lesser wounds ir
course of a struggle in which he was overpowered (although even ag;
this theory is the fact that his dagger was found in its sheath wheJ
body was fished out of the Tiber). Being overpowered, his hands
tied, and the mortal wound in his throat was dealt him subseque
There is nothing in this that does not fit into such a set of circumsta
as we have postulated.